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Attention Seniors:

Application’, Déadlines are
quickly approeaching. If you
have not already done so,
please be ssure to make an
appointment «with  your
counselor. Please be mindful
of-all-deadlines.

L ove is in the air...
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Course Selection 2012:2b13

Course Selection will begin on February 6, 2012. Your counselor will be
meeting with you during your gym classes. Prior to your appointment with
your counselor, each student should review the Curriculum Guideline. This
book will be handed out to each student the week of February January 30,
2012. Parents are strongly encouraged to participate in this process.

The guidance counselors will be meeting with your son/daughter and will:
» Review graduation requirements.
» Discuss course selections for next year.
» Review Teacher Recommendations.
+ Complete a course selection sheet.
» Send a copy of the course selection sheet home for the parent to
sign.

Any changes to the student’s schedule must be made as soon as possible. If
you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact your child’s counselor.

Freshman!

Congratulations on getting through your first semester of high school! We
hope that you continue to work hard and seek extra-help when needed.
We hope that by now you have all:

e Acclimated yourself to the building and teachers

e DevelopédTelationships with your fellow peers.

e Joined clubs/activities

e Participated or will be participating in a sport

Strong Interest in Math or Science?
Columbia University Science Honors Program is now accepting
applications for 2012-2013 school year. Enrichment courses are
offered Saturday mornings to selected students. For application and
more information about the selection process please go to:
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/shp/apply.html. Applications are due by
March 1, 2012.

Would you like to visit Saint Mary?

. ay- ol Be a Gael for a Day!
Business Idea Competition!_c ]
Get the recognition you deserve for your bright ideas! Have a great Telephone 201.933.5220
idea? Have our faculty, who are experts in business and 64 Chestnut Street, Rutherford, NJ 07070
entrepreneurship, evaluate your idea. Prize money and awards WWW.STMARYHS.ORG

available! Looks great on your resume and college application!

SEE POSTER on bulletin board outside of guidance. For more information and online application please visit

www.fdu.edu/businessidea and click on Contest application. Online deadline is February 19, 2012,


file:///C:/Users/rungaro/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Low/Content.IE5/XWMUVZSE/WWW.STMARYHS.ORG
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/shp/apply.html

2011-2012

SAT Test Dates

To register: www.collegeboard.com

U.S. Registration
2010-11 Deadlines
Test Dates Test

Registration Late Deadline
Deadline (late fee required)

& Sept 9,2011

SAT
Subject
Tests

Sept 21, 2011

SAT & Oct7, 2011 Oct 21, 2011
Subject
Tests

SAT & Nov 8,2011 Nov 20, 2011
Subject

Jan 28, SAT & Dec 30,2011 Jan 13, 2012
2012 Subject

Tests
m SAT only Feb 10, 2011 Feb 24, 2012

May 5, SAT & Apr6,2012 Apr 20, 2012
2012 Subject
Tests

SAT & May 8, 2012 May 22, 2012
Subject
Tests

—

Spring College Fai
April 23, 2012

The 2nd Annual Spring
College Fair will be held

on Monday, April 23,
2012. Tenth and
eleventh grade students
will have the

opportunity to attend.

2011-2012

ACT Test Dates

To register: www.actstudent.org

2010-2011 Registration
Test Dates Deadline

Late Deadline
(Late Fee

Required)

Sept 10, 2011 | Aug 12, 2011 Aug 13-26, 2011

Oct 22, 2011 | Sept 16, 2011 Sept 17-30, 2011

Dec 10, 2011 | Nov 4, 2011 Nov 5 - 18, 2011

Feb 11, 2012 | Jan 13, 2012 Jan 14 - 20, 2012

Apr 14, 2012 Mar 9, 2012 Mar 10 - 23, 2012

June 9, 2012 | May 4, 2012 May 5 - 18, 2012

* The September 2010 test date is offered only within the 50 United States and

D.C.** No test centers are scheduled in New York for the February test date.



file:///C:/Users/rungaro/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Low/Content.IE5/XWMUVZSE/www.collegeboard.com
file:///C:/Users/rungaro/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Low/Content.IE5/XWMUVZSE/%20www.actstudent.org
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Scholarship 41
Go to Scholarships under the Guidance Tab at

www.stmaryhs.org for more Scholarships available
to you!

NJACAC Scholarship

. Each year, the New Jersey Association for College Admission
Counseling (NJACAC) is pleased to offer six $1,000 scholarships to
students who exhibit a commitment to learning and have demonstrated
leadership skills and/or community service involvement, and/or job
related leadership experiences. Each applicant’s high school counselor or
community college representative must be a registered member of
NJACAC for a student to be considered for a scholarship.

Completed applications and essays must be postmarked by the March 1
deadline.

Procedure:

e Complete the essay and the application that can be found in
guidance or at http://www.njacac.org/documents/scholarship.pdf.

e High school students must submit an official transcript with GPA
and rank and a photocopy of SAT or ACT scores.

e  Submit two letters of recommendations only (from a school
counselor, a teacher, a professor, an employment supervisor or
community service organization leaders).

e  Submit an essay of no more than 400 words in length explaining
the depth and breadth of your involvement in one of the
following areas:

o your demonstrated leadership
o your demonstrated community service
o your demonstrated employment experience

e Optional: Answer the following questions separately:

e Why do you think you merit this scholarship?i(50
Words only).

e Are there any special family circumstances? Please
explain (50 words or less)

Guidance must submit this application for you prior to March 1, 2012 to:
Ms. Stickney — Scholarship Chair PO Box 852, Lake Hopatcong, NJ
07849

College Goal Sunday

February 26, 2012
1:00-4:00 p.m.

This is an opportunity to complete your FAFSA
with the help of financial aid professionals for
FREE. Bring all your documentation so that you
can go online to complete the form.
Register for the event online at

http://njcollegegoalsunday.org/.

NACAC National
College Fair
Location:
New Jersey Convention and Exposition Center
97 Sunfield Avenue
Raritan Center

Edison, NJ 08837-3810
732/417-1400

Fair Hours:

Wednesday, April 25, 2012
9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m. —9:00 p.m.

Thursday, April 26, 2012
9:00 a.m. —12:00 p.m.

Need More General Information?
E-mail collegefairs@nacacnet.org or
info@nacacnet.org or call us at: 703/836-2222
ext 156.

Attention Senior Boys:
SELECTIVE SERVICE:

It’s the law that all 18-year-old men (including
non-citizen immigrant males) must register
with the selective service within 30 days of
their 18th birthday. If you fail to register, you
may not qualify for Federal student grants or
loans, job training benefits, and many State and
Federal jobs. You can register online at
WWW.SSS.J0V Or go to any post office. It is very
easy to register. You can submit your
information as early as 17 years and 3 months,
and it will be held for processing until your
18th birthday. DO NOT FORGET!



http://www.njacac.org/documents/scholarship.pdf
http://njcollegegoalsunday.org/
http://www.stmaryhs.org/
http://www.njexpocenter.com/
http://www.njexpocenter.com/
mailto:collegefairs@nacacnet.org
mailto:info@nacacnet.org

Financial Aid
Information

One of the most important decisions that parents and

students face is selecting a college to attend. Another
pressing concern is how to pay for the college education.
Regardless of the college or career school that is chosen, the
family will probably need help paying for tuition, fees,
books and living expenses. As a family, you may be
wondering, “How are we going to pay for these things?”
The amount of financial aid that a student ultimately
receives depends upon the student’s financial need, the
amount of aid and scholarships that the student will receive
and the availability of funds at the college or career school.
Let’s examine the steps in applying for financial aid.

(Q) When do | apply for federal aid?

(A) Fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) after January 1st of the senior year.

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
must be completed before any federal, state or campus-
based aid can be awarded. If exact personal financial
information is not available when completing the FAFSA,
families should use estimates according to FAFSA
information. Delays in submitting the FAFSA may affect
receiving a financial aid award.

The preferred way to complete the FAFSA is to apply
electronically from your home computer on the web at
www.fafsa.ed.gov. If applying electronically, make sure to
get a PIN # (Personal ldentification Number). Give this
PIN to no one. It takes a few days to receive the PIN, so
make sure to register in advance of your filing date.

The PIN allows the student or parents, if student is a
dependent, to sign the FAFSA electronically. In this
manner, the student aid process can be completed totally
online. The electronic signature holds the same legal status

as a written, signature; so.do, not give.the PIN code number
t6ﬁ1y€n§t~’\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\
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Q) What is needed to fill out the FAFSA?

(A)First, the applicant for FAFSA requires a valid Social Security
Number (SSN) to apply for federal student aid. The SSN is used to
verify identification information and access records.

If a student does not have a SSN, the student/parents should
immediately apply for one at their local Social Security Office. You

can find out more about applying for a SSN at www.fafsa.ed.gov.

(Q) What financial information does the FAFSA request?

(A) The FAFSA asks for the family’s financial information if the student is a
dependent. To provide this financial information, the parents’ income tax
return is needed. If the student/applicant also filed a tax return, the applicant’s
tax return is also needed.

(Q) How will we and the schools find out the results?

(A) On the FAFSA, the student is able to list up to six schools that he/she is
interested in attending and those schools will automatically receive the results.
Each school that participates in FAFSA program has a federal code number.

It is also important to mention that New Jersey awards money to the
Distinguished Scholars Program to academically talented students. Scholarship
awards are not dependent on financial need. One should know, however, that
most grants provided by the State of New Jersey are only awarded to students
who attend a college in New Jersey. Therefore, students should list New Jersey
colleges first when indicating where the “Needs Analysis” should be sent.

(Q) What happens after my application is processed?

(A) When your FAFSA is processed, a formula, established by law, is applied
to the information you provided. The formula result is called the Expected
Family Contribution, or EFC. The EFC is a measure of your family’s income
and assets. The EFC indicates how much money you and your family are
expected to contribute toward your cost to attend for the coming academic
year. EFC is a preliminary estimate based on the information you provided on
your application. It is subject to change based upon your school’s verification
of information you provided. The EFC is used to determine you eligibility for
federal student aid.

An electronic copy of your Student Aid Report (SAR) is also made available to
the schools you’ve listed in the FAFSA. Many schools have their own method
to determine your family contribution and financial aid.

You will receive an official EFC Student Aid Report based on the processing
results of your FAFSA. Your

SAR will contain your EFC which is the Expected Family Contribution.

The parents/student is informed of the analysis through the Student Aid Report
(SAR). When the SAR is received, it must be reviewed carefully to make sure
it is correct and complete.

The Federal Processor sends this information to the federal and state
government and up to six institutions listed on the application.

N

1)

- DARE TO MOVE

Character Building Assembly-February 2, 2012
fiDare To Move is designed to encourage students to live their lives to the fullest
despite their fears. Students will gain the confidence to move in the right
direction with their lives; they will learn to take control of the challenges
confronting them on a daily basis.” For more info please visit: www.camfel.cory
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Jump Start your College Experience
may help you obtain financial aid Are you eager to take-on an .academic challenge
for college during your summer vacation? There are a
multitude of summer programs sponsored to
meet your interests! Check out the Pre -College
Programs link on the Guidance web -page and
then visit your Guidance Counselor. Topic s

Below is a list of web-sites that

www.finaid.org
www.fastaid.com
www.fafsa.ed.gov
www.pin.ed.gov
http://profileonline.collegeboard.com/index.jsp

range anywhere from exploring cultural
differences through emersion programs,

WWW.hesaa.org enhancing artistic talents or taking college
www.collegeanswer.com level courses in a potential field of interest to
www.students.gov exploring ocolleg
Www.meritmoney.com
www.teri.org CSS/ Financial Aid Profile

www.studentaid.ed.gov

Www.fafsa.ed.gov CSS/Financial Aid Profile is the financial aid application

service of the College Board. Many of the member colleges,

www.colleg_eparents.org universities, and professional-schools,-and scholarship
www.salliemae.com programs use the information collected on the Profile to help
http://nelliemae.com them to award new federal students aid funds. Students must
http://www.ed.gov/students/prep/college/index.html check colleges to determine if they require the CSS Profile
wWwWWw.col |egesavings,org along with the FAFSA form. The registrations are accepted
Www.pin.ed.gov beginning October 1. By completing the profile, you provide

the college with a complete
circumstances. Theprofile also allows you to include
explanations about special circumstances on the same
application.

All students are charged a fee for the service. This covers the
cost of customizing your profile application. You will be

charged an additional fee for each college or program to

which you want information sent. This covers the cost of
processing and reporting your information.

http://profileonline.collegeboard.com/index.jsp
www.meritaid.com

For more information, please visit www.collegeboard.com.
If you have any questions, e-mail help@cssprofile.org or call
306-829-97%.
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+1he whole secret of a successful life is to find out
what 1 tdestingto do, ang then do it.
- Henry Ford
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