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Palin Politics
By MARIA COSTA

Gov. Sarah Palin and her husband Todd

In what has turned out to be one of the most intriguing twists in the 
campaigns for this year’s presidential election, Republican candi-
date John McCain took the entire country by surprise by choosing 
Alaska governor Sarah Palin as his vice-presidential running mate.  
This choice, which was rumored to be extremely sudden and caught 
even the most thorough political analysts off-guard, has provided fod-
der for water-cooler conversations across the United States, and has 
sparked renewed interest in McCain, whose popularity for months 
had been lagging considerably behind Democratic nominee Barack 
Obama.  But most people still have no clear-cut idea as to who Sarah 
Palin is and what exactly she has added – and will add – to McCain’s 
campaign.  

Continued on page 3 

Introducing Joe Biden 
By MARY KELLY 

Sen. Barack Obama and Sen. Joe biden before the presidential forum held last year 
in Chicago

Joe Biden is the vice presidential running mate of Barack Obama for 
the Democratic Party in the November 2008 election. Biden is the 
senior senator from Delaware and has been serving since 1972.  To 
add to his credentials, he is the chairman of the Foreign Relations 
Committee and served as the chairman of the Senate Judiciary Sys-
tem, that deals with crime prevention, civil liberties and drug policy. 
On a more personal side, Senator Biden graduated from the Univer-
sity of Delaware in 1965 and then from Syracuse University of Law in 
1968. Before his election to the senate, Senator Biden practiced law 
in Wilmington, Delaware from 1970 to 1972. 

Continued on page 3

Suggestions for a New 
and Improved Homecoming    
                  Week 

By JULIE CHIPKO

This wasn’t Homecoming for the seniors. What should have been a 
week of excitement and fun only amounted to disappointment, frustra-
tion, and indignation. Traditionally a senior-oriented event, this year’s 
Homecoming belonged more to the underclassmen than the senior 
class. After waiting three long years, this is a huge disappointment for 
the seniors.

Continued on page 2 

We Are a Happy School ! 
By ANTONO PETRUZZELLA

I sent out a survey recently, asking several questions. The most im-
portant question, and the most important aspect to many people’s 
lives was “Are you happy?“ Ninety-nine percent of the responses 
were a de!nate ‘yes.‘ Although not everyone can be happy one-hun-

dred percent of the time, it is 
still good to know that a school 
like ours has many happy and 
energetic students. This pro-
vides for an excellent learning 
environment. Keep up the great 
attitude""" •



To ensure this doesn’t happen 
to next year’s seniors, we at 
the Highlander, have a few sug-
gestions. Regarding the elec-
tion of Homecoming King and 
Queen, rules detailing what a 
candidate can and cannot do 
need to be clearly written out 
on paper, so as to avoid future 
mix-ups. Speeches should also 
be written out on paper and 
approved by a teacher or ad-
ministrator before being pre-
sented. Also, a certain number 
of seniors need to vote for a 
listed candidate, or else the 
election should be voided. This 
year, the majority of seniors 
either wrote in a candidate for 
Homecoming King or refused 
to vote at all. Since Homecom-
ing is a senior event, seniors’ 
wishes should at least be given 
a little weight.  
As for the !rst ever Spirit Week 
Competition, contests should 
be more objective. A good 
example of this was Wednes-
day’s competition, the collect-
ing of cans for the food bank, 
which was decided by a nu-
merical value. If the competi-
tions remain subjective, then 
the judging process should 
be more democratic. For ex-
ample, all the students should 
get to vote for which grade they 
thought won each competition, 
excluding their own grade. If 
the process remains undemo-
cratic, then the judges should 
be more unbiased. Each grade 
should be equally represented 
on the panel of judges to en-
sure fairness. Finally, like the 
Homecoming election, rules 
should be written out and 
clearly stated. 
Hopefully, these suggestions 
can help make both an old and 
new tradition fairer and more 
enjoyable for next year. Still, 
we wish to congratulate Home-
coming King Brian Crockett, 
Homecoming Queen Kylie-Jo 
Dolan, and the winners of the 
Spirit Week Competition: the 
freshman class. •

Boo ! 

By KELLY RENNIE

The holiday of Halloween came 
from the ancient Celtic festival 
called the Samhain.  Samhain 
is celebrated at the end of har-
vest season in the Gaelic cul-
ture (also sometimes referred 
to as “Celtic New Year”).  Tradi-
tionally, ancient pagans would 
take stock of supplies and 
slaughter livestock to store for 
the winter.  Ancient Gaels be-
lieved that on October 31, the 
boundary between the living 
and the dead was broken, and 
the dead would cause prob-
lems for the living, like sick-
ness or damaging crops.  

Kelly Rennie as Hannah Montana

The festival they celebrated 
usually involved a bon!re, 
where the people threw the 
bones of the slaughtered live-
stock.  People wore costumes 
and masks to these festivals to 
mock these so-called “evil spir-
its” of the dead.

Here at St. Mary High School, 
there are no bon!res or slaugh-
tering of animals at our Hal-
loween celebration (or so one 
would hope).  However, the day 
does involve costumes, masks, 
and a day of fun for the ele-
mentary school at the annual 
Halloween Festival.  So grab 
a costume and join in the fun 
on October 31 in the St. Mary 
High School auditorium"  •

Does Music De•ne 

You  ?

By DIANA BRULET 

For years, the appearances and 
personalities of teenagers have 
been stereotyped and connected 
to the types of music that they lis-
ten to. The prep kids listen to pop 
and alternative rock; the skaters 
listen to screamo and metal; and 
the “gangsters” are always as-
sociated with rap. But when truly 
thought about, does music really 
have that much of an effect on 
the life of a person?
The culture of America has con-
tinually changed and developed 
over time. Included in this culture 
is of course, its music. This, how-
ever, does not mean that music 
was the reason for change. It is 
true that music is a major part 
of the average teenager’s life, 
however, so are television shows, 
movies, magazines, and fashion 
industries. Due to social pres-
sures in life along with one’s per-
sonal environment, the person-
alities and lives of teenagers are 
most de!nitely going to differ.
The blame cannot be pinpointed 
to the music the teenagers are 
listening to, because environ-
mental factors always have an 
effect as well. The way the teens 
were raised, as children, and 
their social environments have 
the most in#uence on how they 
grow up. 
It is true that certain styles of 
clothing go hand-in-hand with 
music, but what about those who 
listen to almost everything? What 

about the teens that go to Catho-
lic school and wear uniforms? 
Music is a personal preference, 
as is style. Teens have the deci-
sion to choose what they like. 
Stereotypes just evolve, because 
people from similar environments 
tend to share the same interests 
and this includes their choice of 
music. Take away the music and 
the teens will most likely stay the 
same. The stereotypes would 
still be there, they would just 
be based on something else. • 

Student Survey 2008

By ANTONIO PETRUZZELLA

We asked. You answered. 
One of the more important 
topics in the survey regarded 
the election. Out of the 204 
students who responded to 
the survey, 120 favored Bar-
rack Obama, 69 favored Mc-
Cain, and 15 chose not to vote. 
We actually suspected a large 
number of votes for Senator 
Obama.It is not surprising, ac-
tually, that the youth of Ameri-
ca would favor the Democratic 
Party. 
Another question asked re-
garded the type of classes you 
excelled in. Out of the 204 stu-
dents surveyed, 112 believe 
they do better in the humani-
ties, 83 excel in math and sci-
ence, and 9 students chose 
not to answer. It is a good idea 
to focus on what you have trou-
ble with. If math and science 
come easy to you, it will allow 
you to study harder for classes 
relevant to the humanities. Try 
not to limit yourself to one sub-
ject or even one career track. 
You may !nd out later in life 
that you may not enjoy what 
you planned on doing. Keep 
yourself open to new ideas and 
various areas of study. 
Another interesting fact that 
we discovered through our sur-
vey is that not many students 
are as involved as they can be. 
There are plenty of activities 
and sports in St. Mary. Try to 
!nd a club that suits you. •
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In what has turned out to be 
one of the most intriguing twists 
in the campaigns for this year’s 
presidential election, Republican 
candidate John McCain took the 
entire country by surprise by 
choosing Alaska governor Sarah 
Palin as his vice-presidential run-
ning mate.  This choice, which 
was rumored to be extremely 
sudden and caught even the 
most thorough political analysts 
off-guard, has provided fodder 
for water-cooler conversations 
across the United States, and 
has sparked renewed interest 
in McCain, whose popularity for 
months had been lagging consid-
erably behind Democratic nomi-
nee Barack Obama.  But most 
people still have no clear-cut idea 
as to who Sarah Palin is and what 
exactly she has added – and will 
add – to McCain’s campaign.  
Sarah Palin was a history-maker 
even before being chosen as Mc-
Cain’s VP.  Since December 4, 
2006, she has held the of!ce 
of governor in her home state 
of Alaska, the only woman to 
hold the title in that state.  Prior 
to taking this position, she was 
mayor of Wasilla, a small town 
northeast of Anchorage.  At pres-
ent, she is, among other things, 
chair of the Interstate Oil and 
Gas Commission, an agency run 
by the government, whose job it 
is to promote the conservation of 
domestic natural resources and 
work for a healthier environment.  
She also chairs the National Gov-
ernors Association, whose duty it 
is to make sure that state needs 
are met when federal policies are 
drawn up.  Palin is married, with 
a husband named Todd, and has 
!ve children, one of them affect-
ed by Down Syndrome.
As governor of Alaska, Palin has 
made workforce and resource 
development, education, public 
health and safety, and infrastruc-
ture development top priorities, 
investing about $5 billion dollars 
in state savings.  However, in this 
time of economic crisis, some of 
her past decisions – such as the 
infamous “Bridge to Nowhere” 
project that many viewed as a 

complete waste of government 
money – have caused many to 
be wary of her appointment as 
VP.  Her views – she is strongly 
anti-abortion and opposes giving 
marriage rights to gay people – 
may be viewed as too harsh for 
the demographic McCain is try-
ing to appease in choosing Palin, 
mainly the women who may have 
previously supported Hilary Clin-
ton.  Many also question Palin’s

Palin greeting her supporters

experience, but the McCain cam-
paign has disputed this argu-
ment, citing her successful years 
as mayor during which she low-
ered property taxes and brought 
new industry into Wasilla, and 
governor as an edge over Ba-
rack Obama.  At the Republican 
National Convention only a few 
weeks ago, Palin delivered a 
biting acceptance speech, pok-
ing fun at the Democratic party 
and making promises to take the 
success she has had in govern-
ment in the past and apply it as 
VP.  So far, her strategy seems 
to be working – although Obama 
still has a slight upper hand in 
the race, more publicity has 
shone on the Republicans, and 
younger voters, Obama’s main 
demographic, are reconsidering 
McCain.  However, it is still too 
early to see if Palin has a lasting 
impact on the McCain campaign, 
and if she as the choice for VP will 
sway voters in the end.  She ex-
ploded like a !recracker onto the 
country’s political radar, but her 
burst of energy seems to have 
diminished after her interviews 
on T.V., and she has paled in 
what the Republicans thought 
would be their maverick card.  
Can she burn brightly all the way 
through to the November elec-
tions and beyond?•

European
Proton-Smashing and 

Black Holes 

By MICHELE CREISSTOFF 

Deep under the Swiss-French 
border near Geneva, physicists 
are building the world’s largest 
and most expensive experiment 
that they believe will unlock 
some of the world’s most ancient 
secrets. This experiment is called 
the Large Hadron Collider (LHC). 
Shaped in a circular tunnel 50 to 
175 meters underground, with a 
circumference of 27 kilometers, 
the $4 billion instrument was cre-
ated by the European Council for 
Nuclear Research, also known as 
CERN, with the hopes of proving 
the Big Bang Theory. This theory, 
which many scientists have come 
to accept, is believed to have 
caused the creation of the 
Earth, because of protons that 
collided at high speed billions of 
years ago.
The Large Hadron Collider experi-
ment works like an underground 
tunnel !lled with rapidly colliding 
protons.  In fact, at full power, 
the protons collide at a rate of 
nearly 600 million times per sec-
ond" The experiment is scienti!-
cally signi!cant because it goes 
far beyond simple physics. The 
LHC is, among other things, the 
most powerful supercomputer 
in the world, and the very idea 
behind its twenty-year construc-
tion in mind-boggling. With this 
machine, scientists may actually 
!nd out how the world began. 
One of the greatest possible risks 
experts fear is that the particles 
caused by the colliding protons 
within the LHC could possibly 
amass to create a black hole, 

A black hole

causing the world to end. How-
ever, scientists at the CERN 
center laid this concern to rest 
by releasing a statement say-

ing that the instrument cannot 
create black holes, and even if it 
could, they would disintegrate 
because they would be too mi-
croscopic. “We have received a 
lot of worried calls from peop le 
about it,” Dr. James Gillies, a par-
ticle physicist and spokesman for 
the LHC, said. “There’s nothing to 
worry about. The LHC is absolutely 
safe.” •

Senator Biden has run twice for 
the Democratic nomination for 
President. The !rst time he ran, 
in 1987, Senator Biden was 
believed to be a strong candidate 
because of his strong speaking 
abilities and personal appeal. 
Biden withdrew from the race on 
September 23, 1987 after being 
accused of plagiarizing a speech. 
Then on January 31, 2007 Sena-
tor Biden declared his candidacy 
for President. While campaign-
ing, he did not receive much 
support in opinion polls and 
produced some damaging com-
ments.  Senator Biden !nally de-
cided to drop out of the race on 
January 3, 2008, since he didn’t 
even obtain 1 % of the vote in the 
Iowa caucus.
On August 22, 2008, the Demo-
cratic presidential nominee, Ba-
rack Obama, announced his run-
ning mate pick, Senator Joe Biden. 
It has been reported, since Sena-
tor Biden has experience with 
foreign policy and homeland 
security, that it made him a de-
sirable running mate for Senator 
Obama. Besides being experi-
enced and knowledgeable about 
homeland security and foreign 
policy, Senator Biden has out-
standing professional achieve-
ments. Some of Senator Biden’s 
achievements include writing 
and passing the Violence Against 
Women Act, being a vigorous ad-
vocate of the Family and Medical 
Leave Act, which cracked down 
on deadbeat dads; and gives fair 
pay for both sexes; and being a 
victor for making college more 
affordable by using a tax code to 
lower tuition. Senator Biden may 
become the forty- seventh vice 
president of the United States. •

Many cell phones, monitors, DVD 
players, and televisions, that you 
are using right now, are made in 

-

-
-

zenship in South Korea, have to 
go to military service for about 
two years. Otherwise, they send 

- In Korea, when babies are born, 

- All students are divided into 
classrooms, like homerooms, 
and they stay in that classroom 

-
gether. Only the instructors 

- Elementary and middle school 
education is mandatory for all 

-
dents or expel them from school.

- Most high school students go to 
school from 7:30 a.m. to 10:00 
p.m. to study and prepare for the 
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90210 vs. Privileged

By: JULIE CHIPKO 

In an attempt to capitalize on 
Gossip Girl’s success, the CW 
has produced two new shows 
about rich teens for the fall sea-
son: “90210” and “Privileged”. 
“90210” is an updated version of 
Aaron Spelling’s ‘90s hit, “Beverly 
Hills 90210”, featuring new cast 
members and old ones reprising 
their roles, Jennie Garth as Kelly 
and Shannen Doherty as Brenda. 
In this spin-off, the Wilson family 
of Kansas moves to Beverly Hills 
and drama ensues. Television 
vets Rob Estes and Lori Loughlin 
play the Wilson parents, and are 
likeable enough, while Shenae 
Grimes of “Degrassi” fame and 
Tristan Wilds of “The Wire” play 

90210 poster

Annie, their daughter and Dixon, 
their adopted son. Also, the hilar-
ious Jessica Walters (“Arrested 
Development”) plays their crazy 
grandmother whose house they 
move into. 
“Gossip Girl” and “The OC” set 
my standard for primetime soaps 
about rich teenagers. As much 
as I wanted to like “90210”, the 
show falls way short of the stan-
dard set by the two previously 
mentioned shows. The pilot was 
sub-par at best, jam-packed with 
so many clichéd storylines that 
I’m surprised they have any ma-
terial left. The audience barely 
even got to know the charac-
ters before being plunged into 
these subplots, and as a result 
the show often feels insincere. 
“90210” attempts to be as ris-
qué as “Gossip Girl”, but it can-

not pull it off and often seems 
forced. The only shocking thing 
about “90210” is how disgust-
ingly thin its actresses are. The 
show claims to have a “hot”,

Privileged Main Characters

young cast, but none of the actors 
or actresses are anywhere near 
as good-looking as the “Gossip 
Girl” cast. In fact, the queen bee 
of “90210”, Naomi, is not pretty 
and looks to be at least twenty-
!ve. The cast cannot make up for 
lacking in the looks department 
with their acting skills either, with 
a few notable exceptions includ-
ing Jessica Stroup as Silver. Ironi-
cally, the best part of the cast 
is Jessica Walters, the grand-
mother. Subsequent episodes 
have improved dramatically, but 
“90210” does not have a good 
enough cast, writing, or heart to 
be a great show. Watch “Gossip 
Girl” instead.
Contrary to “90210”, “Privi-
leged” is a show with a surpris-
ing amount of heart. Not ex-
pecting much before viewing it, 
“Privileged” turned out to be a 
funny, charming gem. Joanna 
Garcia stars as Megan Smith, a 
Yale graduate who gets a new job 
tutoring spoiled, rich sisters in 
Florida, near the family she left 
behind. A friend named Charlie, 
played by Michael Cassidy (last 
seen on “The OC” as Zach Ste-
vens), and a hot neighbor named 
Will provide the eye candy. Joan-
na Garcia is absolutely charming 
and holds the show together well. 
The rest of the cast is extremely 
likeable also, and really gives the 
show a certain amount of heart. 
This show has much more to of-
fer than “90210” and I highly 
recommend watching it.•

Upcoming Releases

By: JULIE CHIPKO

DVDs
October 7: The Happening, You Don’t Mess With the Zohan
October 14: Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull
October 21: The Incredible Hulk

Movies
October 3: Nick and Nora’s In!nite Playlist, Blindness, How to Lose 
Friends & Alienate People, The Express, Rachel Getting Married
October 10: Body of Lies, Rocknrolla, City of Ember
October 17: W., Sex Drive, Max Payne, The Secret Life of Bees, What 
Just Happened?
October 24: High School Musical 3: Senior Year, Changeling, Saw V, 
Pride and Glory, Passengers
October 31: The Haunting of Molly Hartley, Zack and Miri Make a 
Porno

CDs
October 7: Bob Dylan, The Bootleg Series Vol. 8: Tell Tale Signs - Rare 
and Unreleased 1989-2006 
 -  Box Set: Oasis, Dig Out Your Soul
    : The Pretenders, Break Up the Concrete
   :  Elliott Yamin, My Kind of Holiday
October 14: Little Honey:Lucinda Williams
 Kenny Chesney, Lucky Old Sun
 Ingrid Michaelson, Be OK 
 Ludacris, Theater of the Mind
October 21: High School Musical 3: Senior Year Premiere Edition 
 Lee Ann Womack, Call Me Crazy 
 LaBelle, Back to Now 
 The Sea and Cake, Car Alarm 
 Electric Six, Flashy
October 28: A Hundred Million Suns: Snow Patrol
 Rascal Flatts, Greatest Hits, Vol. 1
 Celine Dion, My Love: Essential Collection
 John Legend, Evolver
 Pink, Funhouse
  Queen feat. Paul Rodgers, The Cosmos Rocks

Books
Week of October 6: Called Out of Darkness by Anne Rice
                    Grace by Richard Paul Evans
       In Country by James S. Olsen 
       A Most Wanted Man by John LeCarre
Week of October 13: Lion Among Men by Gregory Maguire
         The Brass Verdict by Michael Connelly
         Fire by Katherine Neville 
         I See You Everywhere by Julia Glass
Week of October 20: Against Medical Advice by James Patterson
         Bones by Jonathan Kellerman
                         Rough Weather by Robert B. Parker
         The Way I Am by Eminem 
         Widows of Eastwick by John Updike
Week of October 27: Tales of Beedle the Bard by J.K. Rowling
        Gate House by Nelson DeMille

        Good Woman by Danielle Steel
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Azores

By MRS. ELAINE PINTO

In the middle of the Atlantic Ocean 
lies an unknown paradise called 
the Azores. It lies on the outskirts 
of Europe and is known as Portu-
gal’s little secret treasure. There 
are nine islands, and its home 
to countless landscapes, over-
whelming views across the land 
and out to sea, and to the Portu-
guese of old traditions, a place to 
live as one with nature. Each

Flag of Portugal

 island has its own piece of para-
dise; from Sao Miguel’s, the larg-
est island, with cliffs covered in 
vineyards; to Santa Maria, where 
Columbus prayed, upon his re-
turn after discovering America, 
in The Chapels of Angels; to the 
Center of Azores, of Terceira with 
their history of Angra do Herois-
mo and Faial’s famous blue hy-
drangeas. Famous for deep sea 
!shing, gol!ng, local cheeses, 
red and white wine production, 
and many varieties of tropical 
fruit, the islands are becoming an 
increasingly popular tourist des-
tination. The origin of the name 
Azores was derived from the dat-
ed Portuguese word “azures” the 
plural of the word blue, because 
of the overpowering ocean views 
all around the islands. 

GEOGRAPHY 

Due to the geographical location 
of the islands, they are divided 

into three groups : the Eastern 

Map of Portugal

group including Santa Maria and 
São Miguel;  the Central group 
including Terceira, Graciosa, São 
Jorge, Pico and Faial; and the 
Western group including Flores 
and Corvo.

CLIMATE
One or two woolens are all you 
need for those cool evenings. 
Raincoats are recommend during 
the months of October to April, 
when rainfall is more frequent. 
The best time of the year to visit 
the Azores is between June and 
September. During the summer-
time there are beautiful beaches 
and natural pools carved into vol

Portuguese people enjoying nice weather 

on sea shore

canic rock to enjoy. The tempera-
ture is pleasant, and at this time 
of the year many different "owers 
are blooming. 

HISTORY

The Portuguese came onto the 
scene in 1427, with the discovery 
of the islands of Santa Maria and 
Sao Miguel. The islands became 
one of the axes of navigation dur-

ing the 16th and 17th centuries 
for Europe and America. During 
this period, many major naval 
battles occurred off the Azores, 
when the islands were set upon 
by pirates. Through time, the is-
lands began to discover new ag-
riculture, and developed cattle 
breeding and !shing.

Christopher Columbus 

GOVERNMENT 

Portugal Government Building

In 1976, self government was in-
stituted through an amendment 
to the Constitution of the Repub-
lic of Portugal. The Azores are 
divided into nineteen municipali-
ties (concelhos); each municipal-
ity is further divided into parishes 
(freguesias). The Azores have a 
total of 156 parishes.

LOCAL FESTIVALS

The Azoreans are deeply religious 
people  with traditional festivals 
from May through September  to 
serve the Holy Ghost Festivals, or 
Espírito Santo Festivals. As part 

of the tradition, soup and bread 
are handed out during these 

Holy Spirit Festival in Portugal

events. On Terceira and other is-
lands, decorative houses called 
Imperios are the staging points 
for the feeding of the masses. 
The traditional bull!ghts in the 
bullring are ongoing, as is the 
running of bulls in the streets. 
Every island celebrates their pa-
tron saint. 

EDUCATION

Like most European countries, 
Azores and Portugal, the basic 
education consists of nine years 
of schooling, divided into three 

Picture of Coimbra University in Portugal

sequence cycles. The !rst se-
quence  cycle is nine years, 
known as basic education which 
is mandatory. After the ninth 
grade, you branch out into what 
you want to do for a living known 
as secondary education. This 
becomes optional for most stu-
dents. It is at this point, where 
you prepare for a chosen profes-
sion but it does not always de-
mand higher education. For in-
stances, construction, plumbing, 
etc. are these professions.  How-
ever, a student has the option to 
receive higher education, which 
is the cycle known as univer-
sity and polytechnic system. It is 
here, where a student will study 
to become a doctor, veterinarian, 
scientist, nurse, accountant, en-
gineer etc.•

October 3: Nick and Nora’s In!nite Playlist, Blindness, How to Lose 

October 17: W., Sex Drive, Max Payne, The Secret Life of Bees, What 

October 24: High School Musical 3: Senior Year, Changeling, Saw V, 

October 31: The Haunting of Molly Hartley, Zack and Miri Make a 

October 7: Bob Dylan, The Bootleg Series Vol. 8: Tell Tale Signs - Rare 
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A Small, but Strong 
 - South Korea in Asia

By JI YEON “EUNICE“ LEE

Flag of South Korea 

Korea, which is now divided into 
two different countries - North 
Korea and South Korea, was 
one country before 1948. They 
made 5000 years of boastful his-
tory together, and many Koreans 
have felt sorrow for the division 
of Korea. However, they have 
been separate for the last 50 
years and have developed two 
distinctive cultures and coun-
tries. South Korea (The Republic 
of Korea) has developed rapidly, 
throughout world history, and 
has become one of the wealthi-
est countries in Asia, along with 
Japan.   

GEOGRAPHY

Many students cannot •nd the 
location of Korea easily. Korea, 
especially South Korea, is a 

Map of South Korea

small country in Asia. (Korea’s 
area is 1/43 of that of the United 

States) It is situated on the Ko-
rean Peninsula, which borders 
China, Russia, and Japan. The 
capital of South Korea (Republic 
of Korea) is Seoul and the of•-
cial language is Korean. It is sur-
rounded with three coasts, and 
has many mountains. Also, South 
Korea is known for four distinc-
tive seasons, so people can en-
joy each season with beautiful 
views of this small country. 

EDUCATION SYSTEM

The Korean educational system 
is generally divided into three 
parts: elementary, middle, and 
high school. Elementary school 
lasts for six years, middle school 
and high school are three years 
each. During elementary school, 
students can choose schools, if

The Entrance of Seoul National Univer-

sity

they want to go to private schools. 
However, for middle school and 
high school, students have to go 
to the school that the government 
says to attend. Everyone takes 
the same subjects, except the 
foreign language courses, which 
are Japanese and Chinese.  Most 
middle and high school students 
learn about 10 to 12 subjects. 
Since South Korea does not 
have any resources and is such 
a small country, many people 
have believed that education is 
Korea’s power. Therefore, many 
people are interested in educa-
tion and South Korea has estab-

lished high-standard in the edu-
cation of its citizens. So, there is 
no question that most students 
go to colleges.

RELIGION

A Korean Temple

In the past, Korea believed in 
Confucianism, and emphasized 
politeness and respect to their 
elders. Today, most Koreans are 
Protestants, Catholics, or Bud
dhists. The government has two 
religious holidays, Christmas and 
the Day of Buddha’s coming. 
People can •nd many churches 
and temples in South Korea, 
which are very beautiful. Simi-
lar to America, South Korea has 
some schools that are based on 
religious purpose, but religion is 
not listed as one of the subjects 
in public education. 

TECHNOLOGY

Mickey Mouse shaped MP3 Player, which 
is produced by Korean Company, Iriver, 

and can save over 2000 songs.

Technology has made a huge con-
tribution to South Korea’s wealth. 
Advanced robotics technology 
and extreme high speed internet 
are the chief sources of pride. 

Many cell phones, monitors, DVD 
players, and televisions, that you 
are using right now, are made in 
Korean companies such as Sam-
sung and LG.

One of the world leading technology 
Korean company, SAMSUNG 

INTERESTING FACTS 

- Since Korea is in a state of ar-
mistice, all men, who have citi-
zenship in South Korea, have to 
go to military service for about 
two years. Otherwise, they send 
them to jail.

Korean Soliders

- In Korea, when babies are born, 
they are already one year old.

- All students are divided into 
classrooms, like homerooms, 
and they stay in that classroom 
and take all of their classes to-
gether. Only the instructors 
change rooms. 

- Elementary and middle school 
education is mandatory for all 
students in South Korea. 
- Teachers cannot kick out stu-
dents or expel them from school.

- Most high school students go to 
school from 7:30 a.m. to 10:00 
p.m. to study and prepare for the 
entrance exam for colleges. •
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-
lic school and wear uniforms? 
Music is a personal preference, 

-
sion to choose what they like. 
Stereotypes just evolve, because 
people from similar environments 
tend to share the same interests 
and this includes their choice of 
music. Take away the music and 
the teens will most likely stay the 
same. The stereotypes would 
still be there, they would just 

• 

School News  

On the Spot
with Patrick Manning

By SAMANTHA MURRAY 

Why did you run for student council 
president?

I ran for student council president be-
cause I felt like I had something to give 
back to the students of St. Mary. I felt 
that I was already pretty active within 
the student body but by becoming 
president I planned on listening to the 
student body and doing what I could to 
help everyone. I wanted to be able to 
take action on the ideas that students 
have.

Now that you’re in of•ce, what do you want to accomplish this year 
for SMHS?

Now that I am of•cially president, my goals are pretty simple. I want 
to be a president that everyone enjoys, can come up to, and offer up 
ideas to make the school better. Right now, just like Mr. Corso, our 
new principal, I’m just adjusting to the presidential life, but soon ev-
erything will be "owing better. Hopefully, I can •nd some better jokes, 
according to Coach Stone.

You’re also one of the captains of the football team. What are some 
of your hopes for the upcoming season?

The football team and I will be taking this season game by game. We 
want to focus on each and every week, so we can accomplish our goal 
of “running the table” and earning back the league title, which we 
haven’t won in two years. The team is looking really good and we have 
many returning starters. Once we have made it through our season, 
the ultimate goal, of course, is to make it to the State Finals and win 
another ring. The team would really like to come together, as one, and 
wreak havoc in every game we play. We want respect from everyone. 
We want to show our St. Mary “Tradition”, make all of our alumni 
proud to be a Gael and give back to all the previous players that sat in 
the locker rooms, which we are privileged to sit in today.

How do you balance all of your responsibilities with your school-
work?

It’s harder than I thought it would be to balance all my activities, in-
cluding being the president, along with my school work. However, just 
like in football, I try to take it day by day, period by period, and joke 
by joke. I want my senior year to be the best it possibly can be, which 
means I can’t allow myself to become stressed out. I just have to take 
it easy.

What are your plans for after high school?

My plans for after high school are to earn a college scholarship in 
football and attend a college I will enjoy attending. I want a jump start 
at life, so I can acquire a well paying job that I enjoy doing. I’m not 
100% sure as to what I will pursue because there are just so many 

options out there. I mainly want the American dream, just as much 
as anyone else would, with a drop dead gorgeous wife, who I love and 
takes care of me, a couple of kids, a nice house, maybe a dog or two, 
and to live life to the fullest. •

On the Spot
with Mr. Michael Sheridan

Mr.  Michael Sheridan is the Director of 
Development and Alumni Affairs here 
at Saint Mary, but students best know 
him as Coach. A pillar of the SMHS com-
munity, Coach Sheridan is a graduate of 
the school and has since been here for 
twenty-four years. 

What made you get involved with 
coaching? 

The in"uence of the coaches I had, 
three in particular, George Vuyoserioir, 
Joe Wladaka, and Bruce Barlett. They all 

had a very positive impact on my life. I wanted to pass the life lessons. 
I wanted to pass the life lessons and the tradition of their coaching 
onto my players. 

What brought you back here, to St. Mary? 

It seemed to be a natural progression to me, I am the youngest of 
eight children, who all attended St. Mary High School, so St. Mary 
has always been in my life. When I was in college, St. Mary was going 
through rough times: the enrollment was failing and the football team 
had taken a turn for the worse. I was contacted by St. Mary to help the 
team and school out. I was studying criminology, but I chose to coach, 
instead, and I have never looked back.

How has St. Mary changed since you attended school here? 

The biggest change was the enrollment. When I went to school here, 
it was mostly families from Rutherford and towns around here. Now 
we have students coming from Essex, Hudson, and Bergen County. I 
believe this gives the school a very diverse environment. 

How has it stayed the same? 

The same ingredient has been consistent: the people who are here 
are caring and are interested in the development of growth by both the 
teachers and students. We were able to survive, when other schools 
could not. This characteristic has kept this school and the people to-
gether. Parents see that the teachers and the students have a sincere 
concern for each other, and they take comfort in that. That is how our 
school has been able to last throughout these years. 

What can we expect from the team this year?

So far so good. We have the potential to be a championship team. We 
will be tested in the next three games. We have a nice mix of experi-
enced players, as well as new ones. This blends our young talent with 
our senior players. •
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Boys Soccer Team

By KEVIN LYNYAK

The boys’ soccer team is de-
termined to have a great year. 
Coach Clarks returns this season 
to coach the Gaels again to vic-
tory. After losing senior captains 
joseph Feghali, Stephen Finelli, 
and Martin Hipkins, it can be a 
hard time adjusting. But luckily, 
last year’s juniors have stepped 
up tp help the team.  Brett Ba-
rilari, Christos Raikos, Brandon 
Ciaburri, Seung Yeob Joo, and 
Antonio Petruzzella are deter-
mined for a great season.
“These are exciting times for us”, 
said Senior Christos Raikos, “we 
have a tough schedule ahead of 
us this year, but we have a great 
team and are determined to win 
and have some fun out there. 

Brett Barilari getting ready for a game

It’s nice to have the students 
and faculty coming out and sup-
portinmg us too.” After a tough 
start tothe season, the Gaels 
are determined to bounce back. 
“We’ve faced some tough teams, 
but the season still looks bright. 
This being my senior year, I’m de-

termined as a captain, to lead us 
to victory,” said Senior Captain, 
Brett Barilari.

Antonio Petruzzella, Gael’s goalie

The seniors are not the only lead-
ers on this team though. With Se-
nior Captains Brett Barilari and 
Antonio Petruzzella, other great 
players, and new additions from 
the freshmen class, it will be a 
fun season for the Gaels boys’ 
soccer team. •

Football 2008

By JOE PIANESE

The Gaels football team started 
the season off with a bang. They 
beat the Harrison Blue Tide 

St. Mary Football Team discussing their 
strategy

38-0, due to an outstanding all 
around performance. To defen-
sively shutout a team is a great 
accomplishment, that doesn’t 
come easily. They also defeated 
North Arlington 41-6, which also 
shows the talent this team pos-

sesses. You can expect the Gaels 
to bring the same level of focus 
and intensity to all of the remain-
ing games. Leading the team this 
year are senior captains Mike 
Macaluso and Patrick Manning. 
You can count on them to do 
whatever it takes to lead their fel-
low teammates into victory. The 
team is striving towards the BCSL 
National league title and the Non-
Public B State championship. 
The Gaels took both champion-
ships two years ago and are on 
stride towards the same feat this 
year. Last year, the Gaels had a 
6-4 record and went to the state 
semi!nals, but lost that match 
to Morristown-Beard. The Gaels 
hope to return to the playoffs this 
year, and they will settle for noth-
ing less than the main prize. The 
biggest games of this season 
look to be against the Secaucus 
Patriots and the Becton Wildcats. 
The Gaels were defeated by both 
of these teams last year and are 
hungry for revenge. With all of 
the talent that this team com-
prises, it would be of no surprise 
that the Gaels come out on top, 
for not only these two games, but 
for every game of the season. •

Bergen County’s Top 

Players

By ANTONIO PETRUZZELLA

The Bergen Record releases the 
stats of the best players in Ber-
gen County High Schools. Saint 
Mary High School is fortunate 
enough to have several of the 
leading players in various sports. 
For girls’ soccer, Kylie Dolan and 
Brianna Coyle are highly ranked 
for goals and saves. For boys’ 
soccer, Antonio Petruzzella leads 
the league with nearly 150 saves. 
For volleyball, Julie Chipko has a 
total of 15 assists. For football, 
Kyree Tyson-Jones ranks in the 
top !ve for carries, rushing yards, 
touchdowns, two-point conver-
sions, and overall total points. •
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